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!• After two ox- three casual nestings at Columbia, aid-Mar 19<S5 
Source invited Subject to his department at the International ilouco. Soux'co 
played the role of a typical American student udtli rather cosmopolitan somewhat 
leftist inclinations, of Slavic descent ^nd interest in Eastern Europe but with 
no political emigre affiliations. 

Subject told him he was Russian, his mother v;as Ukrainian from Donbass, 
he stemmed from NOVOSIBIRSK, vrac member of the CPSU, married, had t\-.'o children - 
boys aged 5 and 2, his v/ife was employed with a state publislxing house. 

Subject seoraed to bc'*quito tolax'alit in nationaties px’oblomsG, anyway 
he was not a Rusaiin chauvinist, and did not idexitify "Soviet” witi: "Russian". 

During the conversation at Source's house , after having melt a bit, he 
pretended to be even a non-conformist and quite liberal as for his I'ind oJP 
people. Thus , ho likes jazz though many people in the Soviet Union cannot 
even understand and ap^'recnate it. The same occui-s to modern art. There is 
however a genuine explanation for it . i.e. "Zhdanovsh china". It v;ashedx up 
to a great expent Soviet minds and the Soviet masses have still a long way to 
go to catch up v/ith modern art and music. But things are better and bet'er 
and they can make three stops at onco. 

Subjectalso does not fully approve of latest degrading of Khrushchev 
and Adzubei. ■‘•'he latter was a nice guy and no one can deny the role of Khrushchev 
ia demoting the personality cult and advancing th destalinization. 

Khrushchev introduced not only basic changes in the entire Soviet system but 
he als6 "showed the Soviet masses a new style in everything". Thus when 
Nikita Sergeevich came for tne first time to Novosibirsk after Stalin's death" in 
1953 the people were surprised to see h4.m there v/alicing around, talking to 
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The pcq-zle v/ere not used to sucb%ehaviour of their leader and v/ore quite 
puzzled by it. But after a v/hile they "de-freezed" and enjoyed tremendously the 
new situation. In Subject’s opinion ^ •‘'•hrushchev was really popular ar.d"jvnew »iOw 
to (t) it." 

As to the new leadership -it's too early to say anythinc defenite. So fa 
there were no spectacular successes. V/lien Source remarked that Brezhnev and 
Kosygin seemed to him to be more of auparat chile's type, Subject did not deny. 

Subject believes the United States is the most advanced country in the 
world but he also firmly believes that the Soviet Union Vifill catch up vm.th the 
US in 15 years, he had aslo some criticisin about the United Sties in store, namely 
that there was no garantee of jobs for graduate students and high percentage of 
unemployment. 

Stalin was a very bod nan and should have died in 1950 's before ho vac 
given the chance to Hdevastato the paj*Jy and the people". 

Subject still hoped that Adzubei will one day return to "proper 
position". Ho shov/cd groat sympathy and respect for him. 

In Subject's opinion SHELEPIN is a vei-y powerful man now but ho did 
not think he v/ill rise any higher. He mentioned ttat .he met SIIELEPIN personally. 

Subject stated quite firmly that there should bo no doubt v/^.ntsoevor 
that the real government of the Soviet Union was the Central CoaiTaittco of tho CPH0 
and its Presidium, ile also mehtioned that all important raoroovor dractic cliangos 
are being told the rank and file by special "letters" not available to 
everybody. 

Subject shows no particular interest in literature. Source showed him 
quite a few books but he ^^ras not interested in them. Also when shown a book 
on literature by Kochollvets published by Prolog, Sxxbjcct only nodded with his 
head as though he Icnow it. 

Subject mentioned that ho had travelX'd in Europe before and said he 



had been to Austria# ( ;ic said it in such ' way as to imply uliat he v/ent to 
tho youth festival in 1955# ) In 195^ Subject had sone important function 
at tho Youth Festival in Moscow# 



2# Accordinc to Subject he v/as told in Moscow prior to his departure 
for h’ev/ York that he v/ill probably meet some emisroc and they will try to 

to change his mind by pointing out to Soviet sl'.ortages and negatives 
in general# Ho ad ed that some time ago ho met a Ukrainian student in Now 
York who indeed try to indoctrinate him* Ajriong other things he told Iiim tliat 
Ulcraina could be both - communist and independent and in Subject's view this 
was impossible because the Ulcraine v/as a vital part of tho entire Soviet Union* 
ile did not think hov/over that the student v.-es a bourgeois nationalist. 

In general, in the beginning - as Subject put it - ho regarded the emigres 
to be just a bunch of rowdios but now he would rather consider t'len ns people 
who left tho Soviet Union® ®x^®dlsa^ reed with Soviet political and economic 
system# Therefore he could not condemn those people just for t'lat# 
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3# Subject did not apj.)rove of Chinese policy and called warmongering* 
He was also mad at the fact that leaders of CP in Belgium and other '.'astern 
countries rode aromid in exponsivecars while tho rank and file had to keep up 
tho prolatarioh image* llicre v/as definitely something wrong about it* But 
on the other hand he considered as natural that all tho initiative in party polic 
should come only from above* 

Subject had also some other critical remarlcs for V/estern Cgs, of more fundaments 
character* He did not approve , for instance, of the fact that the French CP 
on the one hand fol ov;s Mwac and Engels in political and economical npheroc and 
on the other - /^rejects the Marxist teaching on atheism* 

4* According to Subject the agriculture v/as always in a mess in the 
Soviet Union. And it is in the same state at the present* Khrushchev tried to 



improve it but failed# i;ov;evcr ho a. least took the blame for it on himself* 

(For tJiis he liiced iChruchchcv. ) V/hat will be the r.sult of latest reforms it's 
difficult to say* One should not expect any startling successes soon # anyway. 

Anti-Semitism in the Soviet is very strong - according to Subject, 

In hio opinion thoi'o is n logical cxplanaion for that since Jews no n;iu>’le —non 
and speculators cannot count on sympathy on the part of the rent of population, 

6, Vuien Subject came to Source's apartment he brough.t v.'ith him a bottle 
of Stolychnaya , lie made a comnent tliat this vodka in the Soviet Union was only 
for intelligentsia and the common people did not drinfe this brand. 

Subject made actually q ite often the distinction between intelligentia 
and manses in reference to art, music, literature, and cloth. 

Soux'co did not press Subject in any way and he seemed to onjoy it, lie 
also promised to come agd.n "for borshch", ( Source's v/ifo is Belgian but she Icnows 
hovf to raaJeo borshch, ) 
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